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3    Data Base and Emprical Findings 

As mentioned in the introduction, the data used for the empirical examples are from 

the PASS panel study, which is one of the most comprehensive annual household 

surveys in Germany in the field of labor market, welfare state and poverty research. 

PASS is specifically designed to assess the dynamics of a new means-tested welfare 

benefit scheme, called Unemployment Benefit II (henceforth: UBII), and introduced in 

2005 as part of major reform of the German welfare system. We shall focus on the 

wave 1 recipient subsample which is a random sample of benefit units drawn directly 

from the registry of welfare recipients housed at the Federal Employment Agency 

(FEA). For both responding and nonresponding cases of this subsample we have 

available linked register data on UBII receipt covering waves 1-5. 

Based on this, the presentation at the NR-Workshop will display some empirical 

findings on the extent of initial nonresponse bias in UBII receipt and its' fade-away over 

time. 
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